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FROM YOUR NEW EDITOR 


You remember those great one liners, "Sure I'll respect you in the morning" and “The check is in the mail", well, add a new one..."Being Editor of the 
Corrier will only {ake an hour or {wo.a month". : 


Seriously, it is an honor to be the Editor for a club such as MDARC. Having been involved with different service clubs for many years, the members of 
MDARC can certainly be proud of its service to our community. | have known few organizations that could boast a membership in excess of 425 and have 
25% of membership attend general meetings. 

My one observation in the little over a year that | have been a member of MDARC is let us not forget that we are Hams, first and foremost, to have fun. 
And | intend to have fun as your Editor. 


A little background on myself. | have a B.S. Degree in Electrical Engineering from California State University at Fresno. | have worked for the past 10 
years for Pacific Gas and Electric Co. and | am presently Program Services Manager in the Brentwood office. My wife is named Diane and we have a 12 
year old son and 8 year old daughter. 


My goals for the Carrier are to take advantage of technology to produce a first rate publication (please don’t look for this yet; this first month its just 
been a struggle to get o newsletter out) and to expand the coverage {to touch as many areas of Amateur Radio that are of interest to you, MDARC’s 
members. This is where you can help. Let me know what | can do to better cover your areas of interest in the Carrier. | am in the Directory, on the No 
Name Yet BBS and soon to Packet. 


Greydon H. Hicks, KC6SLE 


IN MEMORY OF DON PEATTIE, WB6T 

We recently lost a very dedicated club member in the passing of Donald (Don) Peattie, WB6TEE, on April 4, 1992. Those of us who knew Don were aware 
of his severe physical problems, and yet he participated in every club event and function that he found humanly possible. A past club Vice-President , 
and more recently one of our control operators, we can be proud to have known him. Many club 
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IN MEMORY OF DON PEATTIE, WB6T n 
members, and friends of Don, gave much of their time, energy and experience in assisting him with Ham radio related needs thal were far beyond the 


possibility of being done by himself. Too many to be mentioned individually, but those that did help Don will recognize themselves, and are aware of Don's 
sincere appreciation. 


Clay Stiles, WO6GDG 


HAM ESTATE SA 

lf you are in the market for Ham gear, then mark your calendars for Saturday, June 15, 1992, from 0800 to 1200 hours. This is a sale that you cannot 
afford to miss. MDARC has been asked to dispose of the estate of Don Peattie, WB6TEE. Paul Girard, KC6IZU, Auction Committee Chairman is overseeing 
the sale. 


The equipment is price fairly at about 60% of its resale value new. It is a sale made in Ham heaven. A sampling of available equipment includes 
amplifiers, antennas, ATV down converter, autodialer, cases, ICOM chargers, Kenwood, Yeasu, clocks, connectors, dummy loads, duplexers, fillers, frequency 
counter, Kenwood computer interface, Bencher keyer, new Bird watt meter with slugs, grid dip meter, mikes, patch cords, cables, Telex Ham IV rotator and 
cable, soldering stations, speakers, coax, tubular tower, etc... The list goes on, and on, and on... 


Where is all this going to take place? The sale will be at the address listed in the MDARC Directory for Don Peattie, WB6TEE. Approximate location is on 
Lomond lane just west of Wiget Lane in Walnut Creek; Thomas Brothers Contra Costa 50-A-6. Watch for the signs. The talk—-in frequency is 147.060 
mHz. Admission will be limited by available space and will be controlled by admission tickets. Admission and sales will be on a first come, first serve 
basis. 


No sales before 0800 hours on Saturday. All sales are final. Checks accepted at the discretion of the Auction Committee. Radios sold to licensed Hams 
only. Contact Paul Girard, KC6IZU, at (510)689-2346 if you have any questions. PLEASE DO NOT DISTURB THE FAMILY OF THE SILENT KEY. 


Paul Girard, KC61ZU 


ENDURANCE TRAILRIDE 
Nine MDARC members assisted the Diablo Heritage Horsemen’s Association with their Spring endurance ride on the weekend of May 2 thru 3, 1992. The 
weather was clear, sunny and definitely hot by Sunday afternoon. 


There were three rides available to the horsemen; 25, 50 and 100 miles! The 100 mile event was divided into 50 miles each day for Saturday and Sunday. 
Saturday rides were over various trails climbing to nearly the top of Mount Diablo, descending to the foot of the north slope and back again to the base 
camp al Castle Rock Park in Walnut Creek. On Sunday, the 50 and 100 mile riders rode around the foot of the mountain while the 25 mile group cut 
across the west shoulder through Deer Flat. 


The only human injury during the weekend occurred when a rider attempted to dismount at the first vet check on Sunday. The rider was taken to John 
Muir Hospital by her support crew and treated for a torn ligament. A few horses were pulled from the ride, but most were in good condition and came 
through in fine shape. 


MDARC amateurs that provided communications and help make this event a success were Gordon Dean, KB6LGP, Joe Gregory, WA6DQN, Tom Seabury, 
KC6SYG, Jack Campbell, WAGADW, Jim Sheley, KA6DXY, Bob Sherwood, WK6X, Skip Slates, KC6JEM, Bruce Smith, KC6JMN and Gil Meade, KC6UDJ. Many 
thanks to all of you! 


On Saturday we attempted to operate simplex using a relay operator at the top of the mountain rather than the repeater which was in use for another 
function. This was unsuccessful. The high RF fields from the many transmitters at the top of the mountain de-sensed the relay operators receiver. 
Considerable traffic was handled by the K6TI repeater (many thanks, Carson), but Mitchell Canyon was hopeless until W6CX became available later in the 
day 


Joe Gregory, WA6DQN 
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PACIFIC DIVISION REPORT 

Everyone should have received the 1992 ARRL Pacific Division Report by now. What you may have missed, bul shouldn't have (check out Page 4), is that 
this report was pul together by MDARC’s Poul Girard, KC6IZU. | am sure that you'll all agree that Paul did an outstanding job of producing a top quality 
(| wanted to say professional, but how can you do that in an amateur organization) publication. My goal as Editor of the Carrier is to one day produce a 
newsletter on par with Paul’s report. Congratulations KC6TZU. 


And yes; editors and PG&E employees do stick together. 


Editor 


HAMS ASSIST SAILOR 

At 1730 hours on the afternoon of February 29, 1992, the 35 foot sailing sloop Rhiannon left the harbor at Ventura, CA. Aboard were two brothers bound 
for the Island Of Hivaoa in the French Marquesas in the Eastern part of the South Pacific. The two brothers had planned and worked months for this trip 
and were well prepared. With an anticipated sailing time of 50 days in open seas they were provisioned with ample fuel, fresh water and supplies. 


The auxiliary engine would be used sparingly to charge the vessels batteries and maintain course when becalmed. They had a comfortable voyage ahead, 
with few squalls in the offing and becalming when they reached the convergence zone through which they would motor. 


| wos fortunate to pick up Don, KD6FND on the Rhiannon using ham radio on its 12th day at sea. The 10 meter contact was quite strong (5-9), and we 

set up a schedule and frequency for each day at 2000 UTC (noon local time). Don had also made contact with Bill, KB6LFM, in San Leandro and with 

Matt, N4DLA/6 in Palo Alto. They too would join the daily sked. It was also suggested that Don check into the Marine Mobile Net on 28.313 mHz at 0130 
ul 


Your Contra Costa > Ham Radio Headquarters 


A.E.A. Interfaces, T.N.C's & Antennas Callbooks, Maps, Guides & Supplements 
Ameco Books, Code Keys & Oscillators Carol/Columbia Coax Cable 
Amphenol Coax Connectors Cushcraft VHF & UHF Antennas 
Astron Regulated Power Supplies | Hustler Mobile Antennas, Mounts & Brackets 
A.R.R.L. License Manuals, Books, Tapes Gordon West Books and Code Practice Tapes 
and Reference Guides Larsen V.H.F. & U.H.F. Mobile Antennas & Mounts 
Avanti/Antenna Specialists “On Glass” Antennas M.F.J. Keyers, Tuners, T.N.C.'s, Switches &-Access. 
A.O.R. Ace Scanning Receivers Mirage V.H.F. & U.H.F. Amplifiers 
Bencher Paddles Wm. Nye Code Keys & Oscillators 
B.& W. Antennas, Coax Switches & Accessories P.C. Electronics Amateur TV Converters & Xmtrs. 
Bearcat/Uniden Scanners Van Gordon Antennas, Insulators & Wire 
Butternut Antennas Yaesu H.F., V.H.F. & U.H.F. Transceivers 


and Accessories 


1839 East Street 
Concord, CA 94520 
(415) 685-7388 
Mon-Fri: 10-5:30 Sat: 9-4 
In Downtown Concord between Willow Pass Rd. & Concord Blvd. 
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HAMS ASSIST SAILOR n 

On their tSthe day oul, Don and his brother reported that their SatNav (Satellite Navigation System) had failed. This was the system by which they were 
keeping track of their position. They had the necessary charts and a sextant on board, but Forrest, Don's brother and Captain for this voyage, had not 
practiced this form of navigation for many years. 


Being too far into the Trade Winds and Equatorial Current to return to the mainland, and not in a position to redirect to Hawaii, they elected to continue 
on to Hivaoa. 


Al this time it was felt necessary to bring in additional Ham radio help. Mal, KC6VDR, in San Francisco is a yachtsman and very adept with his hand-held 
Merlin Navigation Computer. We set up three skeds each day with the Rhiannon, Mal and myself. Then we enlisted Ben,KB6LLH, in Point Richmond to back 
Mal up and Dick N6VHV in Concord as my backup. 


Expanding this o step further, we enlisted Dave, ZL1AMN, just outside Auckland, New Zealand, Ralph, WL7CDA, in Nikiski, Alaska, Chuck, KC6GGK, in San 
Francisco and Peter, VK2NBT, in Bathurst, Australia, all to included in the daily skeds. This was truly an international effort. 


Three skeds 0 day grew to four as the Rhiannon near its destination and knowing precise positions and direction were more important. 


We would receive the morning, noon and twilight sightings form Don and Mal would reduce these by computer to relay back their position, heading and 
progress. The morning and noon sights were sun shols and the twilight sights were stor and planet shots on the horizon. The readings were usually made 
in groups of three or four giving time in minutes and seconds, and the angle in degrees and minutes. Don would also report their dead reckoning 
position, magnetic course, weather, temperature, cloud cover, wind speed and direction, heights of swells and barometric pressure. 


Mal, being a very involved in his business, had to make many trips out of town during this time. However, whether he was in Phoenix, Salt Lake City or 
Denver, he never missed a sked through the use of telephone, relay and phone patch to the vessel. Several of the evening skeds were impossible for 
direct contact from the Bay Area due to atmospheric conditions and radio interference. This is were Dave in New Zealand and Ralph in Alaska came in to 
help. They would usually have a solid contact and provide the necessary relays. | would call Don's wife, Caroline, in Ventura, each evening and give here 
the latest position, even providing direct phone patch occasionally. She was most appreciative. Being a school librarian, she and here students were able 
{o track the course and progress of the Rhiannon on a school map. 


Don had thought it a good idea to include amateur radio on the voyage. Having had his licence for only a month before departure, he thought it would be 
{un to try to make contact with the mainland from sea. The radio and his Ham licence proved to be of much qreater value than he could have 
anticipated. Don did a remarkable job for a new Ham in controlling the tight skeds, reporting useful information and relaying this information to our little 
net of stations. 


The power of our scheduled radio contacts were the relays stations who contributed to passing along information. It was necessary to get this information 
(o Mal who was the key to calculating course and position. | personally enjoyed the privilege of being the net control. 


The Ham community in general is to be commended for releasing the frequency to our use during the skeds. They also honored our request not to 
contact the Rhiannon directly as Don was trying to conserve battery power. Ben, Ralph and Dick were extremely helpful in keeping the “alligators” under 
control. 


Dawn on Monday, March 30th, brought dark unusual clouds on the horizon for the two brothers; landfall was insight. The Rhiannon docked at 1150 hours 
that day without incident. A hot shower and cold beer were the lop priorities at that point. With the help of the Ham community, the Rhiannon and its 
crew had overcome the failure of their modern navigation equipment and concluded a safe voyage to its destination. 


Bob Thorne, N6NUY 
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MEMBERSHIP DIRECTORY UPDATE 
George Jones, KI6YK 


MDARC welcomes the following new Members: 


BARHAM, Kent; KD6JAC, Technician 
289 Cebu Dr., Pacheco, CA 94553 
(510)687-4935(h), (510)671-7888(w) 
CLYDE, John; WA6IML, Advanced 
94 Meadow View Rd., Orinda, CA 94563 
(510)254-7384(h) 
DRAPER, Neal A.; KD6INX, Technician 
2363 Peachtree Cir., Antioch, CA 94509 
(510)754-3995(h), (510)754-8040(w) 
GROTHMAN, A. Dale; WA6LUY, Technician 
1409C Belair Dr., Concord, CA 94521 
(510)689-0824(h), (510)676-1000(w) 
HARGER, Armand (John); KC6ZME, Technician 
1975 Seward Dr., Pittsburg, CA 94565 
(510)432-11 16(h) 
KARR, Ed; KC6JPM, Technician 
4324 Satinwood Dr., Concord, Ca 94521 
(510)825-3525(h), (510)842-1803(w) 
KARR, Ed Ill; KC6JPL, Technician 
4324 Satinwood Dr., Concord, CA 94521 
(510)685-8721(h) 
LOMAS, Tim; KC6ING, Technician 
4520C Melody Or., Concord, CA 94521 
(510)827-4177(h ) 
MARTIN, Harold (Bud); N6WEL, Technician 
530 Freya Way, Pleasant Hill, CA 94523 
(510)825-8405(h), (510)689-0530(w) 
McINTOSH, Jeffrey; G7ILM, England 
707 Military East Benicia, CA 94510 
(707)747-5377(h) 
NURSE, Eric; KD6GGT; Technician 
110 Brookside Rd., Orinda, CA 94563 
(510)254-0597(h) 
PARKS, Harold B. (Hal); WA6FOT, General 
3660 Walnut Blvd, #53, Brentwood, CA 94513: 
(510)634-2714(h) 
RATTRAY, Ric; WOC 
5615 Ardley Ave., Oakland, CA 94602 
(510)531-5096(h) 
SHARON, Marc W., KD6IZX, Technician 
45353 Shellflower Ct., Concord, CA 94518 
(510)671-2216(h), (510)671-7888(w) 
WAGNER, Steven R., KA6SFT, Technician 
P.O. Box 307, Concord, CA 94522 
(510)682-7495 
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MEMBLRSHIP_ DIRECTORY UPDATE (cont.) 

Congratulations to the following on their upgrade and/or new call: 
Clarence Andresen: Technician, KD6JAF 

Joel Butler: Technician, KDOGLR 

Ray Bryant: Advanced 

Ray long: Technician, KD6GLS 


Please note that the work phone number for Dick Brown is no longer correct and should be deleted from the MDARC Directory listing as well as the 
Pacificon Steering Committee and MDARC Officials listings. 


There are still a few 1992 MDARC Directories available for those members who have not received one. They can be picked up free while supplies last at 
the next MDARC meeting or you can send $1.00 to George Jones, KI6YK, 525 Glen Arms Dr., Danville, CA 94526. 


RADIO ALERT 


Robert W. Schmieder, KK6EK, reports that a Kenwood IS-440s was stolen from his car in mid-May. The Serial Number of the stolen radio was 00090187. 
If you have any leads on the where abouts of this rig, please contact Robert at (510) 934-3735. 


Robert learned the hard way that most homeowners and auto policies do not cover equipment like this unless it is not hard wired into the vehicle and 's 
being transported from one location to another either in the trunk or on the seal. 
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42 Memories 
DTMF AUTO DIALER 


Mei, «4 NEW ADDRESS! 


ae | SUNNYVALE, CA 94086 
; pape see a #102 
BURLINGAME STORE HAS MOVED TO SUNNYVALE !! ACROSS FROM FRY'S ELECTRONICS beskaous 


Tom, KB6LUC, Mgr 
Lawrence Expwy. So. trom Hhwy 101 


STORE WALK-IN HOURS: 10 AM - 5:30 PM + CLOSED SUNDAYS 
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MDARC TWENTY FIVE YEARS AGO 
May 1967 


Postage for the Carrier was still only 4 cents. 
The West Coast Amateur Radio Service Net was asking for donations of Betty Crocker coupons to pay for a IV antenna system for the Porterville State 
Hospital for the Mentally Retarded Children. 
The Treasure’s report showed a balance of $393.43 
The auction fake had been $109 
Letter to the Editor: 
Dear Editor: 
| am glad you enjoyed the problem. You asked if | had another one. Yes, | do, but they won't let me send it. It's me. 
The nice man in the white coat that helps me says that if | had gone crazy about Ham radio instead of just going crazy, | wouldn't be 
in here today. But that ts all right. All of us here know the rest of the world is crazy, not us. 
| started to compose a song for your Field Day, but got stuck after the first nine notes; so my ghost writer took over. When | sing it 
they think | am crazier still. Maybe you'll understand. 
From your singular admirer (gee wish | was a Ham), 
IMA NUTT 


MDARC GENERAL MEETING MINUT 

MAY 15, 1 MEETIN 

The may General Meeting was called to order by Vice president Richard Shappee at 8PM. Board members present were V.P. Richard Sharpee, Secty. Walt 
Ebbert and Director Dick Brown. 

Minutes from April General Meeting were approved as printed. 


Guest, visitors and upgrades were introduced. Jack Foster who is a Ham and had recently lost everything in a camper fire, was present. Jack was is the 
process of moving his family to Kentucky when the propane {tank in his camper exploded on a freeway in Oakland. He was made very welcome. 


Attendance at this meeting was an outstanding 119. 

Acting Treasure Mary Jane Walker reported a bank balance of $5,533.68 and all bills paid. 

The June program will be "One Man TV Station". Guest speaker will be Rick Sussman from Channel 2. July's speaker will be from the FCC. 
Paul Girard reported on last months Auction, saying it was the most profitable ever held adding $1,900 to the clubs treasury. 

The new Carrier Editor, Greydon H. Hicks, KC6SLE, was introduced. 


George Jones reported membership at 432. He requested that those who receive a new call or upgrade, please let him know in writing so it can be added 
to the MDARC Directory. 


Loren Styles reminded us that Field Day is the last day in June; from Friday noon to Sunday afternoon on Mount Diablo. Time of operation is from 11AM 
Saturday to 11AM Sunday and our club will operate as Class 5A. Everyone showing up will be given an opportunity to operate. There will be no open fires 
allowed on the mountain. 


Jeff Jones, our Education Chairman presented certificates of appreciation to those who helped him with the recent Ham classes. He also announced a 
three week class in July for constructing a 40 meter QRP rig. The cost of this class which includes the parts for the radio is $90. See last months 
CARRIER for more details. 
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Hank Merryman still needs volunteers for the Bike Ride on July Sist. 


Ray Gashk was introduced as the Club Elmer. Don Ledwith quoted the prices for club T-shirts at $10, Jackets at $24 to $26 and hats to be announced, 
if practical. 


The new ICOM 785 with tuner will be the grand door prize at PACIFICON 1992. ICOM is also donating ICOM jackets as prizes. Don Anthony says that ticket 
sales are a little slow and help is needed. Tickets are available on consignment if you would like to help. If all club members sold just 10 tickets we 
would have 4320 tickels sold. 


George Roush reported that the club picnic will be held on the third Sunday in July at the Lafayette Reservoir, in Lafayette. 
No old business. 


New Business; Bert Dawson reported that the Martinez Police Department would be hosting an open house and operators were needed to man the 
communications van for an hour or two. Names tags are in. Pick them up at the next General meeting. See Bert if you need a name tag. 


VP. Richard asked for volunteers for a committee to check on mailing options for the CARRIER. See Jim Tittle if you can help, otherwise you could end up 
a “volunteer” like Jim. 


Dwayne Eskridge, W6LKE, retired form the FBI and a club member since 1949, was the program speaker. His topic wos "All You Need to Know About 
Communicating". He talked about Ham Radio and how it started. Marconi in 1901 in England sent a series of S's and they were received 2,000 miles 
away in New Foundland. The Radio Act of 1912 placed all non-commercial radio above 500 kHz. The ARRL was formed in 1914 with 400 stations. 
Dwayne described the ARRL structure. There were 6,000 Hams at the start of WWII and 4,000 joined the military as radio operators. Dwayne then 
described RACES which is sponsored by Contra Costa County Sheriff's Department and the Office of Emergency Services. The thing we do best is to 
provide communications between different Agencies. There are 10 Divisions in the ARRL, The Director of a Division is the only paid employee in the ARRL. 
There are 7 Sections in each Division and each is headed by a Section Manager. There is a Section Emergency Coordinator and a National traffic system 
section Manager in each section. Dwayne was asked how the word "Ham" originated. He said it was debatable, but pointed out that Hiram A. Maxim 
founded the ARRL. 


Respectfully submitted, 
Walter W. Ebbert, Jr., Secty. 


HAMS HELP ADVERT TRAGEDY 

When Mike Doherty, KE6HX, and his mother headed into Lindsey Slough near the Hastings Cut in Solano County on Mike’s 22 foot cabin cruiser, they 
planned to anchor, perhaps do a little fishing and otherwise just enjoy the peace of the day. What happened next was a harrowing hour of being fired 
upon by shotgun and a dramatic series of rescue events, all coordinated through Amateur Radio. 


Shortly after anchoring, Doherty heard gunfire from a private gun club on nearby Hastings Island. It wasn’t long before he realized that the gun fire was 
directed at his boat with shots landing two to three feet from the boat. None of the shots apparently hit the craft, Doherty or his mother. 


Mike had only his two meter handheld. He pul out a “break” on the N6ICW (147.195) repeater. Because he wos faint coming into the repeater and only 
using a single "break" he was almost ignored. The second lime he keyed a "break", he asked if anyone could contact the Solano County Sheriff's 
Department. There was an unusually long pause in response. In Concord, Paul Girard, KC6IZU, was just coming in from some outdoor chores. He had 
his 2 meter radio on and responded Doherty's call for assistance. 


Girard, who was once a reserve depuly for the Solano Sheriff’s Department, said he could help. It was then thal Doherty said he was in a vessel and 
"under fire". Because of his weak signal, Paul almost thought that the vessel was “on fire”. 


Girard quickly decided to contact the Coast Guard and let them coordinate the event. The Coast Guard Station in Rio Vista was alerted by telephone ond 
within several minutes two high speed patrol vessels were underway. The Coast Guard also contacted the Solano County Sheriff's Department who 
dispatched another patrol boat and several land based units. 
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Our Savior Lutheran Church 
1035 Carol Lane, Lafayette 


Next Meeting: 
June 19, 1992 


8:00 PM 
One Man TV Station 


Club Officers 
President 
N6QGN 
Vice President 
Richard Shappee WASHQJ 
S 


Pete Tormey © 680-0920 


682-1644 


837-2204 


Emergency Coordinator 


| Skip Slates KC6JEM 
Directors 
Dick Brown KT6X 676-9048 


KB2GV 356-2411 


Larry Gansz 


Contra Costa County 
ARES/RACES Nets 
Thursdays 1900 Hours 
Central County 145.68/S 


James House KAO6OIVF 372-0345 
East era 146.535/S 
Bill Hall KB9M 778-0977 
South County 146.355/+ 
George Jones KI6YK 837-9316 
West County 145.11/- 
Robert Hughes N6SPY 527-7048 


QSY to 147.735/- at 1920 Hours 
Meeting of all ARES/RACES Nets 


The Rocky Ridge Repeater Group 
Contra Costa Fire College 


Treat Boulevard West of Oak 
Grove, Concord 


Next Meeting: 
June 17, 1992 - 8:00 PM 


Interested persons ate urelcome 


KB6RMT 682-7296] ' | 


224.78/- 
(77 Hz) 


441.325/+| . 
(100 Hz)| 


Voice Net 
Thursday 1930 Hours 147.06/+ 
Net Control Jay Caldis KT6Y 
ATV Net 
Thursday 2000 Hours(after voice net) 
Net Control Mike Burke KBO6RMT 
Don Smith W6NKF 


John Cunningham KC6KIQ 


e€ 
First Thursday following first Wednesday 
2000 PST, 3895 Khz, QSY to 28.345 MHz 

Hank Berriman, W6OZHY, AEC 


he 


Clay Yale 


Unifo ese 
for information call: 
N6YBQ 


€ 


228-8223 
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HAM P_ADVERT TRAGEDY (con 
Paul acted as a land line/radio relay between the coast Guard and Doherty. Instinctively Girard warned Doherly to be sure both he and his mother had on 
life jackets and to stay below deck. Attempting to raise anchor and motor out of the area would have made Doherty a “target” that couldn't be risked. 


As soon as the Coast Guard was notified, Girard declared an "active emergency in progress" on the N6ICW repeater. The declaration set in motion a series 
of events by N6ICW, Chris Huber, which kept the repeater entirely clear of other non-emergency traffic. 


Voice traffic. between the Solano County Sheriff's Department and the Coast Guard was monitored by Bill Albers, WA6CAX, who is an active member of the 
Sheriff's aircraft patrol team. He was just preparing to go on air patrol when the emergency began. Albers joined the emergency traffic as a direct relay 
between the land based Sheriff's units and Doherty. 


Doherly had seen {wo vehicles on Hasting’s Island, 0 white Ford pickup and a blue Chevy Blazer. Girard was able to relay the description of the two 
vehicles to the Sheriff's department. 


Within 30 minutes from the start of the incident, deputies and the Coast Guardpersons had taken two suspects into custody. They were captured by a 


“combined effort of personnel on land and on boat" said the supervising Solano County Dispatcher. The lead deputy was Lonnie Bubok. 


Footnote: Neither suspect was charged because they could not be positively identified by the victims. They just claimed to be "shooting at birds" 
according to deputies. (What kind of birds are in season this time of year in the Delta and did the suspects have valid licenses? — Editor) 


ARES/RA RTIFICAT 
The first group of 21 Hams who have successfully completed the new three-part ARES/RACES training series will soon receive “certificates suitable for 
framing”. 


The group has completed three weekend sessions totaling 12 hours of instruction, hands on training and passed three written tests. The successful Hams 
are: 


Harry Bier, WA6TNI Bill Brimmer, N6LZM 
Jack Campbell, WAGADW Ray Gillett, KF6FU 
Bill Hall, KB9M Jim House, KA6IVF 
Robert C. Hughes, N6SPY H.K. Johnson, WORSW 
Fred Nieman, KC6VLL Pete Perata, KA6SHE 
Glen W. Richard, KC6TNF Elayne Smith, WA6TEZ 
Roder A. Smith, KM6LB Bruce N. Smith, KC6JMN 
David A. Smith, KC6YFJ Clayton G. Stiles, WD6GDG 
Andrew Taylor, KD6BAF Rusty Thomason, KC6WXX 
Bob Williams, N6UTX Clayton W. Yale, N6YBQ 


Greg Nelson, WB6MBD 
Three members of the Diablo Valley REACT unit also passed the course. They are: 
Larry Bevier Larry Miller Edward Vining 


You Can never get enough training for emergency situations. The three part series we just concluded ts really 0 warm-up for what the ARES/RACES 
Training Team has in mind for ARES/RACES operators. 


More than 123 individual operators took part in the sessions. Those who missed individual classes will be given an opportunity to make them up to obtain 
"Certification" in the near future. 


Paul Girard, KC6IZU 
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HAM IT FOR LEUKEMIA 

The Northern California Chapter of the Leukemia Sociely of America wanted to stage two “Cycling For A Cure” benefit bicycle rides on Sunday, May 31, 
1992; a 30k and a 100k event. But without adequate communications support, this worthwhile endeavored would not have been possible. Enter 15 
members of MDARC who generously volunteered, then expertly and reliably provided the radio service that allowed the event to proceed smoothly and 
without significant incident. The 135 riders, and their sponsors, allowed the organizers to earn $10,000 for leukemia research and support services. 


Starting at 0630 hours and continuing until 1450 hours the operators began working with the temperature at 52 degrees. By the end of the event it had 
climbed to 92 degrees. The good part was the meal and T-shirt each MDARC member received at the end of the event. 


Excellent radio coverage over both sprawling rides was provided by CCRA’s linked 2 meter repeaters so operators were able to remain in continuous contact 
with each other. 


Radio communications was not the only tasks these operators performed. They hung, repaired and replaced route markers, delivered supplies to the rest 
stops, helped fix bikes, and transported riders and their bikes, when needed. In addition, they watched over the most precarious portions of the ride and 
kept track of the stragglers. 


Participating Hams included George Jones, KI6YK, Rick Bellon, N6XMH, David Smith, KC6YFJ, Joel Butler, KM6KS, Tim Barrett, WD9BIV, Keith Lattin, N6PMF, 
Greg Nelson, WB6MBD, Bruce Smith, KC6JMN, Pete Perata, KA6SHE, Ray Gaschk, KD6BLS, Howard Mount, N6PYR, and Vic Carpenter, WA6O0MW. Each of 
these folks these folks did a great job and we can all be proud of them. The gold star for the day goes to KA6SHE, who willingly agreed to function as 
the sweep driver for the 100k event, with him driving all 67 miles trailing the last riders in that grueling event. 


George Jones, KI6YK 


MDARC ANNUAL PICNI 

MDARC’s annual picnic will be the third Sunday of July, July 19, at the Lafayette reservoir in Lafayette. Festivities begin around 0900 hours and continue 
throughout the day. This is a family outing, so don’t forget to bring the family! They'll be plenty of activities and a good time for all. Rumor has it that 
there will be another “rabbit” hunt. Please contact George Rouse for further information on this event. 


FI AY 1 
Hams, new and old alike, absolutely MUST experience Field Day. It’s a nationwide even that tests the emergency preparedness capabilities of Amateur 
Radio on all frequencies in a competition setting. Field day is June 25 and 26. 


The Mt. Diablo Amateur Radio Club has operated five modes from Mt. Diablo for many years. 


Setting up ond participating in Field Day using the club call sign of W6CX (Whiskey 6 Canada X-Ray}, regardless of the class of license the operator 
possesses, iS an absolute "high" for new and old alike. 


Set-up begins on Mt. Diablo (in the parking lot below the very peak) at about 11 a.m. Friday. Field Day begins promptly at 11 a.m. Saturday and 
continues non-stop until 11 a.m. Sunday. 


If you plan to operate from the mountain, come up, but bring clothing for hot and cold, plenty of sun screen, liquid (but no liquor, beer or wine), food, 
utensils, and a sense of adventure. 


Call for “W6CX Field Day" on 147.060 mHz before going up on the mountain, or call WA6CIE, for last minute instructions. 


If you can't participate from the mountain, please make contact with W6CX by radio. Listen on 147.060 mHz for fréquencies. 
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Mountain participants cannot call the mountain for contest purposes. 


Still needed are: Band captains: "dupe" recorders; lighting equipment; generators; ice chests and ice; 5 gallon fuel cans and gasoline; fire extinguishers; 
heavy duly extension cords and junction boxes, and plenty of adventuresome hams. 


Admission to Mt. Diablo State Park is paid by the club. Just tell the ranger at the gate you are with MDARC. No motor—homes over 26-feet because of 
hairpin curves. Obey all traffic and park rules or pay the price! If you are staying on the mountain: NO open fire or flames are permitted for cooking. 
Use propane stoves. If you are "tenting" use sand bags to hold down the tent. Be sure you have a hat and flashlight. All "down guys" must be clearly 
marked. See you on the mountain. 


Poul Girard, KC61ZU 


CALENDER OF EVENTS 
Ist Sunday Livermoore Swapmeet 

Las Positas College, Los Altos 
2nd Saturday Foothill Fleamarket 

Foothill College, Los Altos 
August 20-25 ARRL Nat! Convention 

Los Angeles, CA 


Oct 10, 1992 Sierra Hamfest & Compfaire 
Monden, NV 

Oct 16-18 Pacificon 1992 
Concord, CA 
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